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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE PINCKNEY LECTURE, THE SECOND* ON THAT FOUNDATION. 






BY THE REV. JOHN H. CORNISH, A. M. RECTOR OF THE CHURCH OF ST. THADDEUS, AIKEN, 
DELIVERED AT ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH, CHARLESTON, MAY 30, 1849. 


“ The Lord is good to all: 
And his tender mercies are over all his works.” 
Ps. cxlv. 9. 


‘“‘ Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he 
In heaven, and in earth. 
In the seas, and in all deep places.” 

































Tue character and attributes of Him, who made all things, and by 
his power and wisdom guides, orders and sustains them, and shapes 
their being and end, according to the purpose of his own will, may in 
some measure be learned from his works, and from his goings in them. 

Highly presumptuous as it may be in the creature to attempt to 
pry into the hidden things of God, it is becoming, laudable, and his 
bounden duty to labor diligently to know and understand the things 
which are revealed, and by the light of this knowledge, observe the 
objects with which he is surrounded—contemplate and explore the 
mystery of the visible creation. 

From a devout contemplation of the works of the Creator, is there 
any conclusion more forcibly impressed on our hearts and minds, than 
that their existence, form, and manner of being sprang from essential 
goodness. 

Wherever life is manifest throughout organic nature, it assumes the 
forms and attitude of praise and gladness. 

All the orders of simply sentient beings seem formed for enjoyment. 
The appetites and desires of their nature, the gratification of which is 
necessary to their being, are all so anticipated and supplied by Him, 
who openeth his hand and “satisfieth the desire of every living thing,” 
that they appear to lead a life of happiness according to the full mea- 
sure and extent of their capacity. 

The insect of a sunny hour, exhibits in its acts and motions such 
characteristics of pleasure as maywell lead us to believe its brief exist- 
ence one of unmixed joy. 

Though the days of man are now few and full of trouble, we cer- 
tainly find in his inherent powers and natural constitution such evident 


—— 


* The First was published im the Gospel Messenger, for February 1249. 
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traces of benevolent design, that he has abundant reason to be most 
devoutly thankful for his being, reason, and all the endowments and 
faculties of his soul and body. His senses, through which he derives 
knowledge and subsistence, are harmoniously attuned to the state and 
condition of external things. The food necessary to our subsistence 
is pleasant to the taste, and all our appetites are gladdened by the 
objects with which they are fed. Fruits and flowers that yield us a 
sensible pleasure from their richness and beauty, delight not less by 
their fragrance. How many, and how great are the blessings and en- 
joyments, the ear is appointed to furnish us. He that formed the eye 
created light, and sweetly tempered the one to the other. The objects 
of nature, revealed in light, beautiful, lovely, and infinite, it brings into 
the mind, and ennobles the soul with thoughts and conceptions of 
grandeur andimmensity. Besides the countless number and variety 
of objects within the immediate range of the eye, with which it delights 
the inner man, it assists and leads on the energies of the sou] to the 
delightful contemplation of those far beyond, to the invisible things of 
God, which may be clearly seen, being understood by the things that 
are made; even his eternal power and Godhead.” 

From this order and disposition of his bodily senses and appetites, 
it is evident, that the act by whith such a being as man was called into 
existence, sprang from a benevolent will. 

By so tempering his physical organization, that all his appetites, 
and senses should be the inlets and avenues of pleasure; and filling © 
earth, seas, and skies, with objects of beauty and loveliness—with or- 
der, harmony and sweetness, it should seem, the Almighty Creator 
intended that man, the last and chiefest of his lower works, should 
ever repose in the bosom of His love, and be abundantly satisfied with 
the treasures of his goodness. 


‘‘O that men would (therefore ) praise the Lord for his goodness, 
And for his wonderful works to the children of men! 

And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, 

And declare his works with rejoicing.” 


It may be said, that He who brought into existence sentient crea- 
tures, is bound to provide for their sustenance and well being, and 
therefore, the particular providential care of the Creator, so manifest 
towards them, springs not so much from benevolence and goodness, 
as from a necessity he has imposed on himself in their creation. 

But He, who alone had the power, had undoubtedly the right to 
create and make all things, visible, and invisible, things and beings ; 
and order their form and manner of existence according to the purpose 
of his own will, ‘ Whatsoever the Lord pleased that did He.” If 
he were pleased with pain, wretchedness, and misery, would not this 
disposition have been manifest in his works. ‘God is not a man that 
he should lie:’’ There is no deception with him. 

Men are too apt to arraign the benevolence of the Creator, not stop- 
ping to consider how differently all things might have been constitu- 
ted from what they are. 

If, by the fact of the creation of sentient and intelligent beings, the 
Creator has imposed on himself the necessity of providing for their 
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sustenance, it does not follow that he is bound to provide for their 
happiness. Had He so pleased, as He had undoubtedly the power 
and the right, he might have constituted us in such wise, that the con- 
tact of the senses with external things would not only have not been 
pleasant and grateful, but painful. He might have made our necessa- 
ry food tasteless, or so tempered our appetites and senses, that they 
would have been the inlets and avenues of only pain—of dread and 
terror to the mind, and wretchedness to the soul. 

But seeing all nature arrayed in beauty—joy and gladness everyr 
where exhibited among sentient creatures, and receiving as we do 
through the senses, images of peace, pleasure and delight, can the soul 
of man fail to discern in the Creator, essential benevolence. 


“Who satisfieth the longing soul 
And filleth the hungry soul with gladness,” 


Again it may be said, that exceptions to the universal benevolence of 
the Creator, may be found among rational and intelligential beings— 
that there are angels and spirits “‘in chains of darkness,” and “suffer- 
ing the vengeance of eternal fire.” But the Revelation which ac- 
quaints us of these things, also tells us that the angels who are misera- 
ble, are so because they ‘ kept not their first estate,’ for which they 
were created. If that estate is one of unalloyed bliss, there could 
have been no lack of benevolence in the design that called such beings 
into existence. Perhaps if we were capable of fully understanding the 
cause and circumstances of their fall, we should see in the allotment 
of their present abode, none other than a display of infinite goodness, 
There certainly appears no want of benevolence in the act of shutting 
them out from His glorious presence, “terrible in holiness,’’ when 
they “kept not their first estate’ therein, but of their own free will, 
proudly turned away and departed from him. 

It is evident, that there is nothing wanting of bliss unspeakable and 
full of glory to those who have kept their first estate; who “ rest not 
day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which 
was, and is, and is to come,” “Thou art worthy to receive glory 
and honor, and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are were created.” Their bliss and joy inthe goodness 
of God has been manifested even on earth. When God by an angel 
announced the advent of his ‘“‘ unspeakable gift” to man, “suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God.” 

Not only do they rejoice in the blessedness of their existence, and 
in the contemplation of the infinite perfections of the Deity, but seem 
also capable of deriving a continual increase of bliss from the God-like 
exercise of benevolent sympathy. ‘I say unto you there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of Gud over one sinner that repenteth.”— 
Since, therefore, those pure intelligences who have kept their first 
estate, rejoice in their existence, and are happy in the contemplation of 
the attributes and perfections of their Creator, and derive a continual 
increase of joy and bliss from copying and imitating the acts of his good- 
ness, it is evident that the miserable conditioy of those who have “ not 
kept their first estate,” can form no exceptions to the universal bene- 
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volence of God. ‘ The Lord is good to all.” Therefore, the “ Holy 
Children,” who walked with one of the blessed angels “in the midst 
ofthe burning fiery furnace,” call upon them, with all the works of 


God, to “ bless the Lord” — 


‘‘O ye Angels of the Lord, bless ye the Lord ; 
Praise him, and magnify him for ever.” 


The “sweet singer of Israel,” likewise calls on the bright inhabi- 
tants of heaven to praise the Lord for his goodness--- 


“ Bless the Lord, ye his angels that excel in strength, 
That do his Commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.”’ 


That man’s present state is mixed with much that is evil, is too gen- 
erally felt to be doubted. But before we on this account arraign the 
goodness of God, which is so fully displayed in his other works, and 
in his providential care, and ordering of them; or doubt that it does 
not beam forth as largely towards us, we should consider how much of 
the evil that is in the world is entirely of our own procuring—if the 
very beginning of evil did not rise from man’s voluntary act. Ifthe 
evil that is now in the world, and of which all men, more or less par- 
take, formed no part of the Creator’s design—if on the day he rested 
from his works and pronounced them very good, evil was not to be 
found among the things he had created and made; but afterwards was 
brought into existence on earth by the act of man—his free and volun- 
tary act—an act committed against light and knowledge, against love 
and goodness, the most beneficent and cherishing; against the warn- 
ings of the Creator who had provided for the full gratification of 
man’s every wish, appetite and desire, and had taken care that the 
natural promptings of no appetite or desire implanted in his na- 
ture should ever incline him to the forbidden act—that, notwithstan- 
ding all this, and the solemn declarations of the Almighty, as to 
the awful consequences that would ensue, man wilfully put forth 
his hand and plucked down evil upon himself—gave it birth and 
being on earth, and set it free to riot among the holy, good, and lovely 
works of God, then the existence, and working of evil in the world can 
surely form no just and reasonable ground of exception against the 
goodness of the Creator. Nor is it unreasonable that such an act 
should have so affected the very essentials of man’s nature, both in 
body and soul, that its consequences have showed themselves, and 
been felt in all his posterity, as diseases are transmitted from parent 
to child, from generation to generation. It is also abundantly evident 
that they may taste these bitter fruits without any withdrawal of the 
goodness of God. For, notwithstanding the degenerancy and cor- 
ruption of our nature engendered by the fall of man from his first estate, 
and all the ingratitude, obstinacy, and rebellion whereby men have 
since spurned their Maker, and set him at defiance, the goodness and 
mercy of God is still so manifest in our physical and spiritual constitu- 
tion, in all the endowments and faculties of our souls and bodies, and in 
all the excellent works of his hand provided for our enjoyment, and — 
especially in the orderings of his good providence in all things about 
us, and towards us, and in ys, that even had this been the state de- 
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signed for man at his creation, we find abundant cause of thankfulness 
and gratitude to God for our being. Light is still pleasant to the eye, 
and the objects of beauty and loveliness revealed by it. The ear is 
still delighted with harmony, and all the senses continue the wonted 
enjoyment of their peculiar objects. The rational mind has not been 

shorn of its faculties, nor the soul of its inherent freedom or power of 
choice. Has the earth been cursed with “ thorns and thistles” ? God 
gives us wisdom to cultivate and subde it, he makes it fruitful—bless- 
eth the increase of it, and “ crowneth the year with his goodness,”’— 
And what, though the penalty is enforced, “in the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread” ? * he that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with 
bread’’—food seasoned with toil is most grateful, and refreshing to 
the body, and the “ sleep of labouring man is sweet.” In labor itself, 
in the due exercises of the powers and faculties of body and mind for 
any necessary or laudable object, there is pleasure and pure enjoy- 
ment. The evils of which mencomplain, strik off those of each ones 
own procuring, and limiting our observations to this life, what remains 
will be found to fall far, very far short of the sum of real enjoyment 
within the reach and power of every individual. There is an inherent 
proness in man’s nature to indolence, excess, and extremes, from which 
arises the greatest share of ills here experienced: for the following 
and indulging of this bent of our corrupted nature is productive of 
evil and only evil continually. 

But there is no necesity of our so doing. To say that a man must 
necessarily be idle, or intemperate, or malicious, or profligate, because 
of the bent of his nature, is to deny him the noblest gift with which his 
Maker has endowed him, and declare that he is led and governed 
only as a brute, by instinct. Notwithstanding the fall, and of his 
forgetfulness of God, man is not deprived of reason, nor through the 
goodness and mercy of God, is any rational creature wanting in ability 
to govern himself according to its dictates. And in the exercise of 
his rational powers he finds superior pleasure, even in ordering and 
controlling the lusts, appetites and passions of his inferior nature.— 
According as he does, or does not, order aad govern his desires and 
passions by the common dictates of reason his enjoyment of this life 
is increased or lessened. Temperance, industry and frugality are 
generally rewarded with health and competence. He that is content- 
ed and moderate in his desires shall seldom meet with any serious dis- 
appointment. Patience and fortitude disarm unavoidable accidents 
and diseases, and add a quiet serenity to the mind. No one therefore, 
whatever may be his lot in life, has any just cause to arraign the good- 
ness of God. Let him follow the common dictates of reason, and not 
the bent of his nature like a brute, and, so long as “God maketh his 
Sun to rise on the evil and on the good,” goodness and mercy shall 
follow him all the days of his life, for upon those who know him not, 
even “ because they loved not to retain the knowledge of him in their 
hearts,” The benevolent and merciful Creator sendeth ‘rain from 
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling their hearts with food and glad- 
ness. 


“For the Lord is good to all; 
And his tender mercies are over all his works.” 
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But is God so abundant in goodness to fallen and rebellious man, 
solely that he may, like the beasts that perish, eat and drink and take 
his fill of pleasure here? Is it not rather because the Creator knoweth 
how fearfully and wonderfully we are made—in his own image and 
after his own likeness—that he pursues even the most obstinately re- 
bellious with goodness and mercy all their life, that he may win them 
back to him, to confide in him and love him, and speak good of his 
name—that so, after the brief space of this mortal life, they may dwell 
with him in his eternal and glorious presence, where there is fulness 
of joy, and pleasures forever more. “ Despisest thou (O man) the 
riches of his goodness, and forbearance, and long suffering; not 
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance.” — 
“ Tribulation and anguish,” is decreed “ upon every soul of man that 
doeth evil:” ‘but glory, honor, and peace, to every man that work- 
eth good.” 

In the provisions of God for fallen man’s return to him, to the joy 
and peace of his reconciled countenance, and for his well-being in that 
state of existence which is to come, his goodness towards us is as the 
great deep enclosing the earth, yea, beyond all similtitude, or compa- 
rison—exceeding compreheusion. It is “love passing knowledge.” 
He gave his Son, “ his only begotten Son” to take our nature upon 
him, and unite it in one person with his own eternal Godhead—to be 
‘‘ made perfect through obedience and suffering’”—to buy us with his 
blood—to ransom us from death—to be a sacrifice fur our sins—to 
taste death for every man—make atonement for the sins of the whole 
world, and be our propitiation with the Father, that he may reconcile 
us to God,—destroy the enmity of our hearts, cleans us from the guilt 
and stain of sin, and from all unrighteousness—sactifying us wholly, 
and make us pure, even as he is pure—rescue us frum the power of 
the grave, and bringing us unto that endless peace and bliss which 
surround the throne of infinite goodness and love. ‘Glory be to 


God tor his unspeakable gift.” 
«‘ When we were without strength” to return to God—to obtain 


forgivness of our sins, and behold his face in peace, “ in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly.” “ While we were yet enemies Christ died for 
us,” “the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God.” Fiom 
henceforth, even from the beginning, (for, God foreseeing the evil, 
man freely acting according to the pleasure of his own will, would 
bring on himself, ‘ the works were finished from the foundation of the 
world,”’) the eternal Word is “the light that lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world,”---beaming in the conscience of each and every 
one---providing by Revelation for the perfect illumination of all— 
supplying our lack of strength by his Spirit in the inner man, en- 
abling every individual of the human race, to choose the good, 
and refuse the evil—to hear and obey his Gospel when proclaimed 
to them—to re pent and come unto him,. that they may have life 


eternal. ‘* Look unto me and be ye saved all the ends of the earth.” 


«¢ Him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out.’? And he 

iveth “ grace fur grace,’”"—for grace received he giveth more—he 
that hath to him shall more be given. As many as use and im- 
prove his gifts he strengthens more and more “ with might by his 
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spirit in tae inner man’”’—enables them to grow in grace as they grow 
in age, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ— 
to grow up unto him in all things, who is the head, unto the mea- 
sure of the fullness of the stature of Christ. Beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, they are changed unto the same image, from 
“6 ” ti he sleep of the grave they awake and behold 
glory to glory, till from t Pp eg y 

themselves arrayed in the beauty of holiness---perfectly transformed to 
His likeness, whose brightness is shadowed forth in the sun, but light- 
eth up the heavens and the heaven of heavens with eternal glory. For 
he hath ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things; 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father, having all power in 
heaven and on earth—our friend—our brother, according to the flesh, 
and of all who are “in him,” according to the spirit—our intercessor 
and advocate, pleading for us in heaven—working, and pleading, and 
laboring with us, and in us, and for us, on earth, that he may bring 
those who love him to the “ many mansions” of bliss in his Father’s 
house—for it is his will that they should be with him where he is, and 
see his glory, and abide with him forever,—* for the Lord taketh plea- 
sure in them that fear him, in those who hope in his mercy.” 


“ Oh that men would (therefore) praise the Lord for his goodness ; 
Kings of the earth and all people ; 

Princes, and all Judges of the earth: 

Both young men, and maidens ; 

Old men, and children: 

Praise God in his sanctuary.” — 

‘Praise him in the firmament of his power ; 

Praise him in his mighty acts: 

Praise him according to his excellent greatness.” 

For “ the Lord is gracious, and full of compassion ;— 

‘“‘ Slow to anger, and of great mercy. 

The Lord is good to all ; 

And his tender mercies are over all his works. 

All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord! 

And thy saints shall bless thee.” 

“ Praise the Lord, O my suul! 

While I live willI praise the Lord : 

I will sing praises unto my God while I have any being.” 





—g— 


ON THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF THE APOSTLE PETER, 


Commemorated June 29, Annually. 


The biography of St. Peter is both inciting and monitory; there is 
none more interesting to the Christian, not excepting that of the be- 
loved John, for the frailty of Peter awakens a peculiar sympathy with 
him, and his happy recovery kindles ii our bosoms the delightful 
emotion of hope, that through the divine confession which was so me- 
morably vouchsafed to him, we too may obtain the pardon of all our 
sins, and grace to help in time of need. Sacred is the feast of St. 
Peter, to the memory of the goodness of God, by the instrumentality 
of his servant; and subordinately, to the memory of the virtues, the 
services, the valuable writings, and the lessons of warning, and en- 
couragement afforded by the remarkable fall and repentance of this 
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Apostle. However well acquainted we may be with the incidents of 
his life, it will be found useful to review and dwell on them; and to 
pray that, as it respects us, they may not have been recorded in vain. 

It was not uncommon among the ancients, to give a name descrip- 
tive of the character of the person, and we find our Lord on Peter’s 
being first introduced to him saying, “ Thou shalt be called Cephas, 
which is by interpretation a stone,” alluding doubtless to his inflexibi- 
lity in attachment to Christ and the Church; for though he did fall, 
we must recollect, (of whom of us can the same be said,) that he fell 
but once ; his fall was but for a moment; and he died a martyr to his 
faith. Peter is the synonyme of Cephas, the one derived from the 
Greek, the other from the Syriac, and both signifying a rock. “I say 
also unto thee that thou art” a rock—this is thy characteristic, and 
“‘upon this rock,’ that is by means of thy labors, “I will build my 
Church.” This honor is not attributed to St. Peter in an ezc/usive 
sense, for the Church is said to be built upon the foundation of the 
Apostles, not of one Apostle, and not on the Apostles only, but on the 
Prophets also, Jesus Christ himself, being the chief corner-stone, and 
although on this occasion Peter is singly addressed, yet very soon 
after the same power, in the same words, was committed to all the 
rulers of the Church, in every age, ‘‘ Whatsoever ye shall bind on 
earth, shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever ye shall loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Again, at the first Council held in 
Jerusalem, if Peter was superior to the rest of the Apostles, why was 
it that James presided, and delivered their decision ? And how is it 
that the fathers say not one word about the supremacy, which, in com- 
paratively modern times, has been claimed for him? But it is not 
necessary to dwell on this point, or the kindred one, the supposed pre- 
eminence of the Church of Rome. If any one Church has a right to be 
regarded as a ‘ Mother Church,” the pre-emption would be in favor 
of Jerusalem, for in Judea alone, the Divine founder of the Church 
preached, and the Apostles were directed to go first to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel, and to preach the Gospel, “ beginning at Jerusa- 
lem.” But the truth is, there is not the least shadow of a scripture war- 
raut, for the notion of the Church in one country being superior to that 
in another, St. Peter was married. How was this ina Pope? No disci- 
0 more constantly attended on our Lord at home and abroad, than 

eter. On the occasion of a short separation, it was he alone who 
said: ‘* Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. And 
he said come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he 
walked on the water, to go to Jesus.” How strong his fazth/ Alas, 
that it should have failed him, so soon as the wind became boisterous. 
But his indulgent Master, for the sake of his love, overlooked his 
weakness, stretched forth his hand, and caught him beginning to sink, 
and said unto him, “ O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt.” 
Most instructive incident ! It shows us how acceptable to God is even 
a little faith; how the faith of the best men fluctuates, and is overcome 
by accumulated trials. Oh let it be our daily prayer, ‘“ Lord, I be- 
lieve, help thou my unbelief.” When faith begins to sink, then is the 
time more especially for prayer, ‘‘ Lord save me, or I perish.” 
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The apostacy of many of the disciples furnished another occasion 
illustrative of the ardent piety of Peter, and we may add of his affec- 
tionate attachment to his Christian brethren. ‘‘ Then, said Jesus unto 
the twelve, will ye also go away ?”’ Prompt was the reply of Peter, 
anxious to remove not from himself only, but from all his brother 
Apostles also, the suspicion of being capable of such conduct, “ Lord, 
to whom shall we go? ‘I hou hast the words of eternal life. And we 
believe, and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Asif to check a presumption which, perhaps was now rising 
in his bosom, and to remind him not to neglect those means of grace, 
by which he might be enabled to continue faithful, our Lord alludes to 
the case of Judas Iscariot, whose treachery he then foresaw. ‘ Jesus 
answered then, have I not chosen you twelve, and one of you is a 
devil”—that is, foolish and base as it is to desert me, and impossible 
as you now conceive it to be, one of you, at least will do it. Kind 
and reasonable caution! Alas, that it should have been im vain /— 
Although there was mingled with it a presumptuous confidence in his 
own integrity, and an arrogant looking down on his brethren, which 
as we shall presently notice, were awfully punished by his being left 
to himself, and thus to fall away, yet those expressions in which Peter 
declared his determination to go to prison and to death, rather than 
desert his Lord, certainly indicate a high degree of affection for him. 
And this also was remarkably evidenced, almost at the very moment 
of his apostacy, when he wounded one of the band, who came to take 
his Lord, and it appears would have gone further had he not been 
checked and directed to put up his sword. 

It has often been remarked, that piety and humility are insepara- 
ble in the Christian character, and it is interesting to notice the union 
of these virtues in our Apostle. Astonished by the miracle of the 
draught of fish, the first emotion of his heart was a sense of his un- 
worthiness to receive such a favor, and to be in the presence of “the 
holy One.” “He fell down at Jesus knees, saying depart from me 
for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” He objected strongly to our Lord 
washing his feet, and it was under the influence of the same humility, 
when he was reminded of his dependance on Christ, that he exclaimed 
with characteristic energy, “ Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 
and my head.” Asif Iam not worthy of such condescension, but I 
am ready to bow unreservedly to thy will. ‘Wash me thoroughly from 
my wickedness and cleanse me from my sin. Thou shall purge me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean; Thou shalt wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow.” < 

His humility shone more and more unto the perfect day, for we are 
informed that being crucified with his head downward, (either prefer- 
ring that mode, or at least not objecting to it) he remarked that he 
was unworthy to suffer in the same posture wherein his Lord had suf- 
fered before him. In both his epistles, the only writings he has left, 
he plainly adverts to his imperfections, and particularly to his great 
sin, as if he would propose his own case, as a warning to others, 
In the first epistle he reminds his converts of the manifold temptations 
and the fiery trial to which the Christian is exposed during his pilgri- 
mage ; and in the second epistle he more plainly warns against aposta- 
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cy, the bitter fruits of which, though it were but for a season, he had 
tasted: ‘‘ Beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye 
also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
steadfastness :” “It had been better for them not to have known the 
way of righteousness, than after they have known it to turn from the 
holy commandment delivered unto them.” 

itis mentioned to the praise of John the Baptist, that he constantly 
spoke the truth, and boldly rebuked vice. ‘ God is truth,” that is 
the love of truth is inseparable from the idea of his character, and the 
children of God are distinguished by an habitual reverence for truth, 
as the children of him, who is denominated the father of lies, are 
by their resembling him in this particular. 

We might have concluded from the frankness of his disposition, and 
the general tenor of his life, that St. Peter was remarkable 2m é/zs res- 
pect —but we are permitted to behold him ina situation in which John 
himself could not have expressed more impressively the emotions of 
indignant virtue. ‘ Peter said to Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine 
heart to lie to the Holy Ghost? Why hast thou conceived this thing 
in thine heart? Thow hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” And 
to the guilty couple he says, ‘‘ How is it that ye have agreed together 
to temptthe Spirit of the Lord.” With the like firmness, in the cause 
of insulted virtue, although we do not doubt with a heart afflicted, 
and humbled by the memory of his own sins, in obedience to the Di- 
vine commission which he held, you hear him say to Simon Magus, 
“Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift 
of God may be preached with money. Thou hast neither part nor 
lot inthis matter; for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. Re- 
pent therefore of this thy wickedness, aud pray God, if perhaps the 
thought of thy heart may be forgiven thee. [or I perceive that thou 
art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond iniquity.” This just re- 
proof, tempered with the anxiety manifested for the welfare of the 
offender, and with the benevolent advice to pray and repent, appears 
to have produced a good effect, for Simon entreats the Apostle to in- 
tercede with God for him. Let this example instruct and encourage 
us not to withhold merited reproof, when in the course of Providence 
we are called to give it; and let us not neglect, according to the me- 
thod here before us, to mingle pity with justice, and kind advice with 
merited censure. 

The life of St. Peter is a striking comment on the consistency of 
human nature. We find him at onetime bold as alion, and then timid 
as a child’; now humbly relying.on Divine grace, and then presump- 
tuously confiding i in his own strength ; now with a pure benevolence 
making himself responsible for the fidelity of his brethren, and then 
arrogantly insinuating their weakness and his own superiority ; now 
rebuking sternly Ananias and Sapphira, and yet not long before viola- 
ting truth under the most aggravating circumstances. Now asserting, 
as became him, the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and | 
then yielding to Jewish prejudices, when St. Paul withstood him, de- 
clared he was to be blamed, and charged him with encouraging dissi- 
mulation. The good man is sometimes the victim of those very vices 
which seem the most opposite to his character. God alone is good, 
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that is perfectly so. And while this consideration should prevent us 
from making idols of our friends, let it excite us to pray, in their be- 
half, and in our own, for that grace which is indispensable to stead- 
fastness and improvement, which alone can keep our eyes from tears, 
our feet from falling, and our souls from death, and enable us to 
abound in whatsoever things are lovely, pure, and of good report. 

We come now to bestow a more particular consideration on the fall 
of St. Peter, one of the most instructive events in the whole Christian 
history. He himself speaks ofthe “ denying the Lord that bought us” 
as a very heinous sin, and in his case it was aggravated by his previous 
presumption ; ‘ Though I should die with thee yet will I not deny thee.” 
Indeed, that presumption was the cause of his apostacy, for it occa- 
sioned the withdrawal of divine grace without which no man can be 
steadfast. The presumption seems to have been partly owing to an 
impetuosity of disposition which he displayed on many occasions.— 
He rushed on hastily to his object without that reflection which 
might have brought to his view his moral weakness, and the necessity 
of the succour of divine grace, and of speaking modestly as to his being 
able to overcome the temptations to which he was shortly to be ex- 
posed. For the same sin of presumption Moses was punished by not 
being permitted to enter the promised land, for he undertook to per- 
form a miracle, as by his own power, without giving due honor to 
God. The punishment of St. Peter was still more severe, and but for 
his timely repentance must have terminated in the second death, the 
death of the soul. Blessed be God! He came to himself; returned 
to his Saviour, sought and obtained his favor, and by the life of a de- 
voted Apostle, and the death of a martyr, endeavoured to repair the 
scandal he had occasioned. There never was a scene on earth 
more interesting than that, at which we have now arrived. The 
highest effurt of imagination is spiritless compared with this: “ And 
the Lord turned and looked upon Peter, and Peter remembered the 
words ofthe Lord, how he had suid unto him, before the cock crow, 
thou shalt deny me thrice. And Peter went out and wept bitterly.” 
Ah, there was an expression in that look. It was more pathetic than 
the question ‘will ye also go away.” I1t was the look of wounded 
friendship, more severe than the most vehement accusation. It was 
“and thou Peter.” It pierced even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joiuts and marrow. It would have struck him to 
the earth had there not beamed from it a ray of hope, for it told him 
that while he was yet a great way off, the eye of affection was turned 
towards him, and had been resting upon him. Peter shed tears, not 
such as the criminal dreading his heavy retribution, not those of the 
worldling, under a sense of some really trivial loss, but tears of pe- 
nitence flowing from a godly sorrow, from a just sense of his baseness, 
“He wept bitterly.” 

The lessons we have here are the same as those in the narrative of 
the prodigal son, and so much more impressive, as fact affects us more 
than parable, viz: that man is far gone from righteousness, and is 
prone to wander from his duty and happiness; that divine grace is in- 
dispensable to his avoiding sin, and following after holiness ; that God 
entertains a deep solicitude for his virtue and salvation, not willing 
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that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance; and 
that as he notices the first bud of penitence, so he cherishes it, by his 
grace, assists its development, and brings it unto perfection. ‘“ Let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” “ Be vigilant because 
your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour. Whom resist steadfast in the faith. Trust in 
the Lord with all thy heart, and lean not to thy own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” 
Pray unto the Father and he shall give you another Comforter, who 
shall guide you unto all truth, and help your infirmities. 

Presumption is a very common sin. It is of course the sin of the 
multitude, for they do not recognize their dependance on the provi- 
dence and grace of God. They look for safety and satisfaction, and 
for virtue, so far as they care about it, to their own efforts. But I 
speak of it now as the sin of the disciples of Christ. In their arrang- 
ments for temporal comfort, they place too much dependance on their 
own prudence, and the assistance of their fellow-men. They do not 
sufficiently rely upon, and seek for the blessing of divine providence. 
And as it respects the concerns of our souls, it is not presumption to 
be careless about avoiding temptation, and how much more, fearlessly 
to rush into it—to choose the society, the scenes, the books where it lurks ? 
Is it not presumption, to neglect the “‘ means of grace,” expecting the 
blessing out of the way of God’s appointment, without going in faith to 
the ordinances, whither he directs us, and where he has promised to 
meet us! 

So soon as the report of our Lord’s resurrection was received by 
Peter, he hastened to the sepulchre, and not finding his Lord there, it 
is probable that he continued to search for him, since of all the Apostles 
he was the first to whom our Lord appeared after hes resurrection. 
This was a satisfaction which Peter could appreciate. It was a 
pledge of the restored affection of his beloved Master, and He was 
pleased to favor him with other tokens of his entire reconciliation to 
him. When he was imprisoned, the angel of the Lord by night, open- 
ed the prison doors and brought him forth. The wonderful vision by 
which the important truth was conveyed, that now the partition wall 
between Jew and Gentile was broken down, was made to Peter. It 
appears from ecclesiastical history, that he was admitted to the res- 
ponsible office of Bishop of the Church at Antioch, (the Church by 
which the appropriate name of Christians was assigned to the disci- 
ples of Christ,) and just before his ascension to heaven, our Lord was 
pleased to hold an interview with his recovered friend, and renewed 
his confidence in him by that solemn commission, “ Feed my sheep. 
Feed my Lambs.” It was proper that one who had so grievously 
sinned should be kept in an humble state of mind. But how tenderly 
is the salutary wound inflicted. The question, “ Lovest thou me,” is 
repeated, as if to remind him, that alas, there was too much occasion 
for a suspicion of his love; and it was ¢hree times asked in reference to 
his threefold denial of his Lord. ‘‘ Peter was grieved because he said 
unto him, the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, 
Lord, thou knowest all things, thou knowest that I love thee.” There 
is humility in his reply, as if the heart is deceitful. I wish to love 
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thee and hope that I have that love, but Lord thou seest the heart, 
and knowest better than I do. But it is not sufficient to make profes- 
sion of our love to God, we must satisfy him of its existence by our 
conduct: ‘“ If ye love me, he says, keep my commandments.” ‘* And 
as I have loved you, so love one another, If a man love not his bro- 
ther whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not 
seen!” These testimonials of our love to him, our Lord expects from 
all his disciples. And from his ministers, in an especial manner, this 
additional token of attachment, viz: that we do good to members of 
his body, for whose sake he encountered “the enemy.” The good 
Shepherd gave his life for the sheep, and reasonably may he expect 
of the under shepherds that they carry on the kind work of protection 
and care. ‘Be to the flock of Christ a shepherd, not a wulf; feed 
them, devour them not.” We are to imitate, as far as in us lies, his 
solicitude, his efforts and his tenderness, in relation to them, accom- 
modating ourselves to their respective ages and situation. “ Hold up 
the weak, heal the sick, bind up the broken-hearted, bring again the 
outcasts, seek the lost. Be so merciful that you be not toa remiss ; so 
minister discipline, that you forget not mercy.” 

To cenclude. Let us all endeavor to imitate St. Peter in the excel- 
lencies ot his character, a ready and lively faith, an ardent attach- 
ment to our Redeemer, and persevering zeal, (alas, with one excep- 
tion) in his service, humility and brotherly kindness, and a sacred 
regard for truth, and holiness. Let us take warning from the awful 
consequences of his impetuosity and presumption, and the bitter fruits 
of his apostacy. Let us be encouraged to repentance by the success 
which attended his. The time past may suffice for ingratitude and 
disobedience; henceforth let us abound in the work of the Lord, for- 
asmuch as we know that our labor is not in vain in the Lord. Should 
we be called to suffer and to die for the sake of the Gospel, let us 
prefer the path of duty, honor, and happiness, by considering the mi- 
sery and disgrace of Peter when he denied his Master, and the 
cheerfulness with which he subsequently consented, yea when he was 
old, to be guided by another, and carried whither he would not, and to 
have his hands stretched forth on the cross. Yes, to encounter impri- 
sonment and death for Christ’s sake; not counting his life dear to 
himself, “so that he might finish his course, and the ministry which he 
had received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of 
Christ.” Ifthere ever was a miserable man on the earth, it was Peter 
when an apostate. And who, while in the flesh, ever experienced a 
more intense joy, than he, when under the influence of a strong faith 
he said, “ Lord to whom shall we go. Thou hast the words of eternal 
life.” May each of us enter into the spirit of this declaration, and the 
kindred one of the Old Testament Saint: ‘‘ Whom have I in heaven 
but thee, and there is none upon earth that I desire in comparison of 
thee. My heart and my flesh faileth;” that is, 1 am born unto ¢roudle, 
and death must come. ‘ But God is the strength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever. Amenand Amen / C, 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
No. 1. 


ANSWER TO “ AN APOLOGY FOR NOT JOINING THE PROTESTANT 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH BY A PRESBYTER,” 
i.e. A Prespyterian MINISTER. 


This Apology is a tract of about forty pages, which was first pub- 
lished in Philadeiphia in A. D, 1835. 1t is regarded by the members 
of the Presbyterian Society as a sound and unanswerable argument, 
and is extensivly circulated by them, It has not, to the knowledge of 
the writer, been replied to, and as its dogmatical and self-confident 
tone, and its sophistical and unsound reasoning, are well calculated to 
mislead and deceive the young, and the uninstructed in such matters, 
is has been deemed a duty to notice it. ‘ He that is first in his own 
cause seemeth just; but his neighbor cometh and searcheth him.” 
(Prov. xviil. 17.) This it is now proposed to do in that spirit of Christ- 
ian charity and sincerity which the importance of the subject demands. 

The Apologist begins by saying that “the spirit of proselyting”’ 
exists in the Episcopal Church, and that “ it is greatly to be regret- 
ted ;’’ that ‘‘iu common with many of my friends, I have been fre- 
quently advised of late to join the Episcopal Church,” and his reasons 
for not so doing then follow. The foundation on which he relies for 
sustaining most of his objections is the solemn declaration: “ I cannot 
find any authority for it in the Bible.” 

We shall answer the objections in the order in which they occur, 
after a few preliminary remarks upon the “ proselyting spirit” which 
he charges upon the Church. And we here remark, that the Episco- 
pal Church distinctly teaches in her standards, that nothing is to be 
received as an article of Christian faith, for which no “ authority”’ can 
be found in “ the Bible,” (See Art. 6th,) and by this rule we propose 
to test all the objections to be examined. 

‘lo the complaint of ‘proselyting,” which is brought against the 
Church, Apologist does not add, as to his other objections, “I cannot 
find any authority for it in the Bible.”” This would have been too pal- 
pably untrue, since Christ’s commission to the intant Church was: Go 

e into all the world and disciple,* or proselyte, all nations. We do find 
then in the Bible, as adopted by the Presbyterians, that it is the duty 
of the Church to proselyte, for the word means to convert, or make 
disciples of, all nations; and thus it is seen, that what Apologist objects 
against her is not only a proof of her divine origin, but also of the 
fidelity with which she is discharging her trust. 

If “the Church of the living God,” be “the pillar and ground of 
the truth’ (1 Tim. iii. 15); if she be the only covenanted way of man’s 
salvation (Acts ii. 47); and if it be a sure test of discipleship to Jesus, 
to love the Church and delight in her extension, (Eph. v. 25, 32) why 
should it be a cause of regret to any lover of mankind, much less of 
God, that, the members of this body, which the Saviour so loved as to. 
give his life to institute, should continually give this evidence of fidelity 
to their master, by striving to convert all their friends and acquaint- 
ances to the same blessed knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus ? 





*Marginal reading of the Bible, published by the Am. B. Society. Matt. xxviii. 20. 
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God founded the Church to hold fast, propagate, and perpetuate the 
truth (2 Tim. ii, 2); persons who seek divine knowledge in any other 
channel have no promise of finding it, (1 Tim. iil. 15); and the ex- 
perience of the last three centuries satisfactorily establishes the fact, 
that those who do will rapidly decline farther and farther from it.*— 
This is Bible doctrine, see it in St. Matthew xviii. 17, andin St. Paul’s 
Ist Epistle to the Thesalonians, ii. 11-13, &c. ; and it is for this cause, 
because Churchmen know the truth, and that “ no lie is in it,” (Rom. 
ix. 1) thatthey are more zealous than the Christian sects arround them 
in persuading their friends and acquaintances to come and partake of 
the Church’s privileges. 

That al! the Christian Societies around us, with their various con- 
flicting creeds, hold to A part of the foundation of Christianity we are 
far from denying. We do not say that they are cut off from salvation 
if they are ignorant of a better faith, after having diligently employed 
their reason in searching the Scriptures and the writings of primitive and 
holy men, who wrote to illustrate and expound them, in endeavoring to 
ascertain what the truth 1s. The truth as it is in Jesus, is not to de 
found out of the Church, (1,Thes. 11. 13, 14) but judgment in the matter 
belongs only to God. 

If men wilfully rest satisfied in opinions formed in ignorance, they 
must suffer the consequences, (Rom. 1.18.) If men cannot escape the 
penalties of human laws on the plea of ignorance, shall they be so fool- 
ish as to expect to find mercy at the bar of a perfect God, who has 
not only given them a law, but also commanded them to study it. (St. 
John v. 39.) If men exercise prudence, forethought and care for 
their bodies when about to embark on any voyage, by trying to ascer- 
tain if the vessel be staunch and the commander skilful, is it wise or 
safe to manifest less care for the imortal soul when embarking it upon 
a system on which rests its hope for eternity? If the Presbyterian 
system be right, sois the Church; because she not only holds to all 
the fundamental doctrines of religion which the Presbyterian does, 
and in a higher sense, but she hold also to.something more! But, on 
the other hand, if the Church be right, be one and exclusive, as the 
Bible teaches, (St. Math. xviii. 17) till we all come in the “ uniry of 
the Faith,” then Presbyterians are in fatal error. 

Apologist’s first reason for not joining the Church is ;: “ I cannot find 
in the Bible any authority for an Apostolic succession inthe Church.” 
He says, also: ‘the advocates of the diocesan Episcopacy rest, to a 
good extent, their high, exclusive claims” upon this, And so we do. 
We rest solely, as the foundation, on a succession from the Apostles, 
our high claim to be the Church of the everliving and only true God ; 
and we boldly say, as we solemnly believe, as the Bible teaches, (1Cor. 
xii. 27, 28) that were there is no succession, there cannot be a church. 
(Eph. ii. 20, 21.) 

All governments exist in their rulers. Take away the Queen of 
England and the Parliament, and there would be no British govern- 
ment; if you substitute another it will be illigitimate and unconstitu- 
tional. The Church of God is a kingdom among men (Luke xxii. 29;) 


C — 





* See Mosheim’s Eccl. Hist, vol. ii. throughout. 














128 Answer to an Apology for not joining the P. E. Church. |July 


all power to administer it was given by Christ to its rulers (Mat. xxviii. 
18). If, at any time, the succession of rulers should cease, the king- 
dom would end. Ifthey have, for one hour ceased, since the power 
was given, the promise of Almighty God has failed. (Math. xxviii. 20.) 
What sort of a kingdom can be imagined without rulers or a supreme 
authority in it ? Or, how could a kingdom be continued “to the end of 
the world,” unless the rulers or supreme authurity had the power to 
appoint successors ! 

‘To this it may be answered, that the Church might be like an elec- 
tive monarchy, having the power to elect vested in the people; but, 
to this we reply, Te Bible teaches no such thing, as we shall soon 
show; but, onthe contrary, that power to ordain rulers was in the 
Apostles, or first order of the ministry, alone. Christ gave them this 
authority, (Math. xvii. 18) and the Apostles used it. (Acts i. 2, 3.)— 
Other texts might be cited in proof (such as 2d Tim. i. 6. &c.); but if 
the Apostles used it only once, it made a succession, and laid the 
Church under a solemn obligation to continue that usage until the end 
of time, (Phil. iii. 17.) 

The coustitution of kingdoms usually declare how the executive 
power shall be continued. The New Testament, which is a brief 
outline of the life and acts of Christ and the Apostles, teaches that this 
power would vest in the Apostles. (Luke xxiv. 49) It does not de- 
clare in words, precisely, how the Church must proceed, but it points 
to the example of Christ and his Aposties, (xii. 28.—Phil. 111.17,) and 
leaves the imitation of them to our faith and obedience. If every thing 
were positively directed how it should be done in the Gospel, it would 
destroy Christianity, which is erected on the foundation of human 
faith, since there would be no room for the exercise of it. 

But, Apologist goes on to say, ‘not one word is said about a suc- 
cession, from Genesis to Revelation” This zs not true, and we must 
attribute the assertion to the prejudice of education, which had warp- 
ed his mind, or to an imperfect examination of the subject. A succes- 
sor to one of the Apostles was prophesied, a thousand years before the 
birth otf Christ, (Ps. cix. 8), in the foretold apostacy of Judas, and the 
appointment of a successor to his bishopric. Christ commanded the 
Apostles to observe and do all things which He taught them. (Math. 
xxvili. 20; John xvii. 21.) Among the things which He authorized 
them to do, was to ordain a successor to Judas (Actsi. 20-24.) If 
they were empowered to ordain his successor, this makes it probable 
that their power and authority extended to ordaining successors to 
others, by which means alone the kingdom and its rulers would be 
continuea until the end of the world. 

But we are not left to improbabilities in this important matter, the 
New Testament shews, that many successors were ordained before 
the death of the Apostles; because St. Paul and St. John both mention 
false apostles (2 Cor. xi. 13. and Rev. ii. 2.) persons whom it cannot be 
conceived could be dangerous to the Church, ifonly the twelve had then 
received the apostolic commission; and because the former intimates 
that there were Apostles who had been ordained by men, i. e. by other 
Apostles, in contradiction from his own authority which came immedi- 
ately from Christ, (Gal.i. 1); of this latter class were Barnabas, and 
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Epaphroditus, and Clement. This testimony of the Holy Scriptures 
is corroborated by ecclesiastical history, Eusebius tells us that Cle- 
ment, and Linus, and Polycarp were all ordained to succeed the Ap- 
ostles by the Apostles themselves.t But the commission of Christ to 
the Apostles is even stronger evidence than all this, that a succssion 
was intended, since, how could he be with them, until the end of the 
world, but by their successors ? 

Great stress is laid by controversialists upon the fact that nothing is 
said about Apostolic succession inthe Bible. Neither is any thing 
said about Infant Baptism, or how public worship is to be conducted, 
or the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper to be administered! Eventhe 
doctrine of the Trinity is not very clearly taught there! Are we to 
reject them all on this account ? 

[t is not strange that the word successor does not occur in the New 
Testament. Succession is something which follows another, and how 
could the Apostles speak of a thing by name which eould not have 
its name until they were dead? Christ appointed the Apostles to found 
the Church, and those whom they commissioned could not well take 
the title of successors until the death of the former had made them so. 
And this explains why this particular word or title does not appear in 
the Gospels. Nevertheless we do find in that sacred record abundant 
proof that a successor would necessarily follow. 

The Apostles do speak of the grace of the Apostleship as a thing to 
be handed on (2 Tim. ii. 2;) and they cautioned those whom they en- 
trusted with this power to “lay hands suddenly upon no man,” (1 Tim. 
v. 22;) that is not without trial and examination, lest their successors 
should be unworthy. The /aying on of hands then, was exactly the 
same thing as the succession now. Inecclesiastical parlance the terms 
are synonymous. ‘The laying on of the Apostle’s hands made the suc- 
cession. If there were a succeeder to Judas, and successors to the 
the other twelve, as Timothy and Titus, and Barnabas and Epaphro- 
ditus prove there were, in the first removes from the Apostles, then 
must there have been (Phil. iii. 17) inthe second, and in all subse- 
quent removes ; and these constitute THE succession. And whenever 
and wherever this ceased or ceases, then and there the Church, found- 
ed upon Christ and the Apostles, ceased or ceases to exist. Christ 
said to the twelve zyw éZeAzk xunv vas I have chosen you, xai tbyxn twas 
and ordained you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, xai é XO pm Og 
Dyciv wévn and that your fruit should remain, (John xv.16;) and this 
remaining is spoken of in connexion with yx« or their ordination.— 
The persons they converted surely did not remain, but the succession 
of ministers did, and does yet continue, aS a witness in our midst, and 
before our eyes, of the truth of Christ’s promise, and the fulfilment of 
the declaration. And thus, we think, we have clearly proven Apolo- 
gist in an error, and shown that “the Bible” does clearly teach the 
doctrine of an Apostolic Succession. C.G.A, 
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WOPRLGHS OF WAW/ PUBLICATIONS. 


A short and easy Catechism for the use of Young Persons of the 
Church. Compiled from authentic sources. London 1843.— This Ca- 
techism contains several points of valuable instruction which we have 
not met with in any similar work, for example, what are the “ four 
cardinal virtues,” what “ the seven deadly or capital sins,’”” and what 
are the contrary “heavenly virtues?’ Can all our adult members 
answer this question. They can if they use one of the best of devo- 
tional books by Bishop Andrews, for he has a prayer in which both 
are referred to. (See page 71 of Stanhope’s edition.) Our readers will 
be benefited by these quotations, and they and their children, by the 
study of the whole book. The Preface says, ‘‘ Nothing can be far- 
ther from the wishes and intentions of the compiler of this little manu- 
al of Christian instruction, than to propose any substitute for our own 
Church Catechism... -. It is hoped that this little book may become, 
under God’s blessing, and in the hands of judicious and discriminating 
teachers, the means of helping young persons to look upon the prac- 
tical truths of their religion not as a mere éask, to be learned and re- 
peated by rote, and then dismissed from their thoughts, but as a rw/e, 
by which their lives are to be directed, and a standard according to 
which their views of the objects which cross their path are to be mea- 
sured, It is not the less important, because so very obvious, to say, 
that disjoining religion from common life is the besetting tendency of 
all ages and conditions ; but especially is it the danger of that period 
when holy truths are brought before the mind chiefly through the me- 
dium of formal instruction, and all which comes in that shape is apt to 
be regarded as of the nature of a mere intellectual exercise.” The 
Catechism well teaches thus: “Q. How many ways may a man be 
made partaker and guilty of another’s sin? A. Nine ways. Q. Which 
are they? A. 1. By advising himto do it. 2. By commanding him 
to doit. 3. By consenting to his doing it. 4. By provoking him to 
do it. 5. By praising him for intending to do it. 6. By not object- 
ing to it, when it is a duty to object to it. 7. By concealing it when 
it is a duty to expose it. 8. By helping him to doit. 9. By defend- 
ing it when done.....Q. What faith will suffice tosave aman? A. 
The faith which will suffice to save a man, must be, “a faith which 
worketh by love” in Jesus Christ, Gal. v.6; that is, a faith which 
shews itself by good works....-Q. How isthe Church Catholic? A. 
Because this word signifies Universal ; and by this the true Church of 
Christ is distinguished from all separate and particular congrégations. 
The Catholic or Universal Church subsists in all ages, teaches all na- 
tions, and maintains all truths... -- Q. Will a godly sorrow for sin, and 
a hearty purpose of amendment through His grace, avail to the par- 
don of sin through Christ, without the Absolution of the Church? A. 
Yes ; by God’s mercy, in cases of necessity... ..Q. Are we bound to 
obey the commandments of the Church? A. Yes; because Christ 
has said to the pastors of the Church, ‘ He that heareth you, heareth 
Me; and he that despiseth you, despiseth Me.’....Q. How can infants 
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be christened, who have no actual faith? A. Infants are baptised in 
the faith of the Church, and of their godfathers and godmothers; and 
the promises made by them the child is bound to perform, when he 
comes to an age to know what a solemn vow has been made for him. 
...-Q. You do not mean then, that Christians should remain away, 
[from Lord’s Supper] because they know themselves to be unworthy ? 
A. No, quite the reverse; their best worthiness is ever to know and 
confess themselves to be most unworthy.... . Q. Name the seven Cor- 
poral works of Mercy? A. 1. To feedthe hungry; 2. To give drink 
to the thirsty; 3. To clothe the naked; 4. To harbour the stranger 
and needy; 5. To visit the sick ; 6. To minister to prisoners and cap- 
tives; 7. To bury the dead.....Q. What are the eight Beatitudes ? 
A. 1. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of hea- 
ven. 2, Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
3. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 4. Blessed 
are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall 
be filled. 5. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
6. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 7. Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God. 8. 
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven..... Q. What are the sins against the 
Holy Ghost? A. Despair of salvation; 2. Presumption of God’s 
Mercy; 3. Resisting the known Truth; 4. Envy at another’s spiritual 
good; 5. Obstinacy in sin; 6. Final impenitence.....Q. What are 
the four last things? A. Death, Judgment, Hell, and Heaven..... 
Q. What is the first thing you should doin the morning? A. I should 
make an act of adoration, and offer my heart and soul to God. Q. 
What should you do next? A. I should rise diligently, dress myself 
modestly, and entertain myself with good thoughts. . What are 
those good thoughts? A. Thoughts on the goodness and mercy of 
God, who has given me another day wherein to labour for the salva- 
tion of my soul; which day perhaps may be my last. ©. And what 
should you do after you have put on your clothes? A. I should kneel 
down to my prayers, and perform my morning exercise.....A. How 
do you make an act of faith? A. O Eternal Truth, who hast revealed 
Thyself to men, One God in Three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, I believe in Thee. O Jesus Christ, the Son of God, my Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, who hast died for us all, I believe in Thee. I 
believe all the Divine truths, which Thou, my God, has taught us by 
Thy Word and by thy Church, because Thou hast taught them, who 
art the Sovereign Truth, and I had rather die than call in question any 
of those truths.” 

These answers are specially. discriminating : Q. Did none go up to 
heaven before our Saviour? <A. No; for it was when He had over- 
come death, that the kingdom of heaven was opened to all believers, 
--Q. Will our bodies be so changed, then, that we shall not be able to 
recognise one another? A. No. Q. Where doyou learn that? A. 
St. Paul tells us, that our bodies shall be fashioned like unto Christ’s 
glorious body ; and Christ was recognised by Histthree Apostles when 
He was trausfigured, which means when He assumed His glorious 
body. And again, St. Paul, in more than one place in his Epistles, 
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seems to look forward to the being known by his converts in the Day 
of the Lord.....Q. Do those words, ‘ Thou shalt not make to thyself 
any graven image,’ forbid the making of any images? A. No; they 
forbid the making only of idols; that is, they forbid making images to be 
adored or honoured as God: as it is declared in these words, ‘ Thou 
shalt not bow down to them nor worship them.” And these striking- 
ly complete: “Q. What is forbidden by the Tenth Commandment ? 
A. Two things, lust and covetousness ; that is to say, first, all deliber- 
ate and voluntary delight in impure and lustful thoughts; and secondly 
all desire of gain to the loss or damage of another. Q. What are we 
commanded by it? A. First, to entertain pure and chaste thoughts; 
and secondly, to be contented with what is our own. Q. Has this 
commandment any thing peculiar to itself and different from the pre- 
ceding nine? A. Yes; inasmuch as it extends to the heart, while the 
others speak only of our actions... ..Q. Is there any other event of our 
Lord’s Ministry named in the Calendar of our Church? <A. Yes; His 
Transfiguration on the 6th of August. Q. Is this Day publicly ob- 
served inour Church? A. No; it is not publicly observed. Q. Are 
there any other days, which, though not publicly observed, are named 
in the Calendar of our Church? A. Yes; there are several days in 
honor of the blessed Virgin Mary—her Visitation, on the 2d July ; her 
Nativity, on the Sth of September; and her Conception, on the 8th of 
December; with many days of holy martyrs, virgins, bishops, &c.” 

The enforcing of precept by example is judicious and well done, as 
—‘‘(). Give an instance of great Humility. A, St. Mary Magdalene. 
John xii. Q. Give an instance of Liberality. A. Zaccheus. Luke 
xix. (. Give an instance of Chastity. A. Joseph. Gen. xxxix. Q. 
Give an instance of Meekness. A. Moses. Num. xiii.3. Q. Givean 
instance of Temperance. A. St. John Baptist, Matt. iii; St. Timothy, 
1 Tim. v. Q. Give an instance of Brotherly Love. A. Joseph. Gen, 
xlv. 2. Give an instance of Diligence. A. St. Paul, and such of the 
holy Angels as are always doing God’s Will. Not a// the holy Angels - 
are said to be God’s Messengers; we are expressly told that the Sera- 


phim only adore and do not work.” 
OAC CO nnrnn-— 


SHLACTIONS, 


THE USE OF THE WORD “CATHOLIC.” 


BY ARCHBISHOP WHATELY. 





The title Catholics the Romanists claim, and apply to themselves, 
not merely as belonging to them, (and it is not denied that they area 
branch, though a corrupt one, of the universal or Catholic Church,) 
but as distinctive, and peculiar to the members of the Church of Rome. 
Aud Protestants have usually, in language, conceded this claim. But 
I think that in so doing they manifest too exclusively the harmlessness 
of the dove, and leave the wisdom of the serpent entirely with their op- 
ponents. It is urged, that these are offended at being called Papists ; 
considering that as aterm of reproach, fram its being used only by 
their adversafies. That I may not seem to seek a quarrel,'I have ge- 
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nerally avoided that name: but let us not be so weak as to imagine 
that ‘ Romanists,’ or any other title by which they can be, properly 
designated, will ever fail, when it shall have become common, to be com- 

lained of as reproachful ; or that they will ever acquiesce in any ap- 
pellation which does not imply a reproach to ourselves. Even the 
apparently neutral designation uf ‘members of the Church of Rome,’ 
is one which we must not too confidently expect them to adopt or ac- 
quiesce in: nor is it unlikely that they may complain of it as reproach- 
ful, should it ever become their customary appellation among Protes- 
tants. For it implies that there are other Churches, properly called 
Churches, besides the Church of Rome. We indeed are content to be 
designated as members of the Church of England; and we regard 
them as belonging to a distinct Church, over which, though we cen- 
sure it as corrupt, we claim no supremacy; but they do not take a 
corresponding view of us: they do not regard us as constituting any 
distinct Church, but as actually members, though schismatical and re- 
volting members—subjects, de jure, though rebellious subjects—of 
their Church. A name therefore which implies that there are other 
Churches distinct from theirs, contradicts one of their fundamental 
tenets, viz: that they, and they only, are faithful members of the one 
true Church. And this tenet they have embodied in the appellation 
they have chosen for themselves ; which consequently implies, as I 
have said, a reproach to all other Christians. The title of Catholic, 
when used as distinctive, implies the exclusion of all others from the 
character of loyal members of the society which Christ founded—of 
‘the Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints,’ as is expressed 
and explained in the Apostles’ Creed: it implies, in short, that all 
others are heretics or schismatics. 

This is no uncommon device. There is a sect who call themselves 
“ Baptists,” z. e. persons who baptize ; thus implying that no others are 
really baptized, and that infant baptism is null and void. This is their 
distinctive tenet; which they are perfectly right in professing, if con- 
vinced of its truth: but it is an absurdity for any one who differs from 
them to give them this title, which palpably begs the question at issue, 
and condemns himself. The title of Antipzdobaptist is to be sure 
somewhat cumbrous ; but awkwardness of expression, or even circum- 
locution, is preferable to error and absurdity. ‘* The same caution 
might well be extended to the use of the word Unitarian, as the title 
of a sect; for the term properly expresses a fundamental doctrine 
which the Church holds. Socenzan appears to me a better appellation. 
But this too I would avoid, if it gave serious offence ; at the same time 
being careful to make it known that the word Unitarian is employed in 
compliance with a custom, which, however general, and perhaps harm- 
less, [ cannot but regard as objectional.’ 

That the term Papist is a term of reproach, (though I do not insist 
on its being employed,) I can never admit. A ‘term of reproach’ is 
one which implies something disgraceful in the opinion of the party to 
whom it is applied. Thus, heretic (in its ordinary, not perhaps in its 
etymological sense,) implies the holding of some erroneous tenet; it is 
consequently, a reproachful term. But Papist implies simply one 
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who acknowledges the authority of the Pope: and those to whom it is 
applied do, openly acknowledge his authority. 

‘Considering the tendency of words,’ (says a writer whom I am 
proud to appeal to,) ‘ to influence opinions, L hold the right use of this 
word Caruo.ic to be of essential importance. The controversial wri- 
ters of the Church of Rome never fail to take advantage of the want of 
caution in this respect observable among Protestants.” 





—<-- 


DEVELOPMENT. 
From J. W. in the True Catholic. 


What is to stand against this? What is to work against this rolling 
flood of evil? A clear uncompromising, dogmatic declaration of the 
true doctrine of the Incarnation of the Son of God, the historic 
Christ; whose life, no myth, but areality,is the music of the Church’s 
yearly round of anthems jubilant. As clear a declaration of the true 
doctrine of the Church, as it came into the world, not an idea, but an 
institution ; not an institution for men to model and to change, as local 
trouble or local wants, as universal troubles or universal wants should 
seem to need, not an institution to be developed into a Papacy, or an 
association, or a hybrid mixture of the two; but as one, holy, Catholic 
and Apostolic. That which in the Divine institution of the Episco- 
pacy, will survive Popedom, and Associations: and receive its only 
admissible development when ceasing to be militant on earth, it shall 
become triumphant in the heavens. 





<i 


MINISTERS SUPPORT. 


From the Episcopal Recorder. 


Messrs. Editors,—I am not given to complaining, and I would be 
one ot the very last in the world to find fault with my people, for they 
profess so much kindness and respect for me, that I should certainly 
deserve to be called ungrateful if I did not appreciate their expres- 
sions of regard. Some have even gone so far, as to say they hope I 
will never leave them. But it is an old saying, ‘a man cannot live 
upon air;’ it is quite as true, that good words alone will not feed the 
hungry and clothe the naked. My people, are far from being defici- 
ent in knowledge, they know what’s right as well as their minister can 
tell them; they have often read the fourteenth verse of the ninth 
chapter of first Corinthians, ‘Even so hath the Lord ordained, that 
they which preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel.’ They right- 
ly think that a minister should be supported in such a way, that his 
mind should be entirely free from uneasiness, as regards his temporal 
affairs, so that he may devote his whole attention to the spiritual wants 
of his people. And in order to this, (I speak the words of truth and 
soberness,) several of our wealthy members each subscribed five dol- 


lars a year to his support. 
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Moreover, my people like to see their minister make a respectable 
appearance in life. Not long since a gentleman remarked to me con- 
cerning a brother minister in a neighboring parish, that he “ liked his 
preaching very well, but was disgusted with his shabby appearance, 
and he thought every clergyman ought at all times to look nice, that 
it certainly added to his influence, such things were noticed, and 
therefore, he ought to be particular.’’ Whether this was intended as 
a hint to me I do not know, but I could not forbear casting a glance 
along the sleeve of my own almost threadbare coat. I could not help 
feeling for my poor brother, for there is not a more devoted minister 
of Christ among us: he labors incessantly, through heat and cold, 
wind and storm, seeking only the spiritual advantage of his flock ; and 
though he never complains, yet he often suffers more than a little for 
want of the necessaries of life. He has a wife and several children, 
and through the whole of last winter they had but a straw bed to 
sleep upon. And this in a large wealthy and flourishing parish. 

Another clergyman with whom I am acquainted laboured for seve- 
ral years in a parish with great success: the congregation increased, 
numbers were added to the Church, and a man more deservedly po- 
pular was not to be found. His family was large, and suffered much 
from sickness; he was compelled to go in debt, and when at last he 
appealed to them for relief from his embarrassing situation, asking 
only that his just dues should be paid, they all at once began to per- 
ceive, that the condition of the parish was not so prosperous as it had 
been, that there seemed to be little or no good doing, and suggested 
that a change of ministers would be attended with better results. This 
poor man was actually obliged to dispose of part of his furniture to 
settle the demands against him, while many who professed to have re- 
ceived spiritual benefit from his preaching, if they had denied them- 
selves but a few extravagancies, might have relieved him of his difficul- 
ties, and caused the heart of their minister and his family to leap for 
joy. These things are facts. I have not exaggerated a single word. 
I mention them not for the purpose of complaining, but to show the 
real situation of many a faithful minister of Christ in our highly favored 
Church. In not a few instances do professing Christians subscribe 
towards the support of the minister as a matter of charity, not as a 
bounden duty on their part, and to which he is just as legally entitled 
as the merchant who sells a bale of goods is entitled to receive pay 
for the same. It may be for want of thoughtfulness upon this subject, 
that this duty is so far neglected; but if those who enjoy the good 
things of this life, and attend upon the preaching of the Gospel, could 
see, | will not say the inconvenience, but the distress, which is often 
occasioned to their minister by want of promptness on their parts to 
render him his just due, methinks they would, indépendent of the au- 


— of God’s word upon the subject, pay proper attention to this 
uty. 
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Poetry. 


PONTRY. 


ALL’S FOR THE BEST. 


BY MARTIN FARQUHAR TUPPER. 


All’s for the best ! be sanguine and cheerful, 
Trouble and sorrow are friends in disguise, 

Nothing but Folly goes faithless and fearful, 
Courage forever is happy and wise : 

All for the best—ifa man would but know it 
Providence wishes us all to be blest; 

This is no dream of the pundit or poet, 
Heaven is gracious, and all’s for the best ! 


All for the best! set this on your standard, 
Soldier of sadness, or pilgrim of love, 
Who to the shores of despair may have wandered 


A way-wearied swallow, or heart-stricken dove: 


All for the best !—be a man but confiding, 
Providence tenderly governs the rest. 

And the frail bark of His creature is guiding 
Wisely and warily all for the best. 


All for the best ! then fling away terrors, 
Meet all your fears and your foes in the van, 
And in the midst of your dangers or errors 
Trust like a child, while you strive like a man‘ 
All’s fur the best !—unbiased, unbounded, 
Providence reigns from the East to the West; 
And, by both wisdom and mercy surrounded, 
Hope and be happy that All’s for the best! 


VERSES COMMENDATORY OF DAILY PRAYER. 


FROM THE CHURCHMAN. 


Dependant for our daily food, 
And for nightly rest ; 
For all we seek of great and good, 
All that can make us blest ; 
Dependant, gracious God, on Thee, 
And on Thy daily care ; 
Shall we for all ungrateful be, 
And grudge Thee Daily Prayer? 


Thy daily light Thou dost not hide, 
Nor nightly dews withhold ; 

Daily Thy hand is opened wide, 
Pouring out gifts untold ; 

Thy daily Providence protects, 
Thy daily Love doth spare ; 

And coid the creature that neglects 
To give Thee Daily Prayer. 


“ The flow’rs are open every morn, 
To let their fragrance rise, 
With thousand songs, from brake and thorn, 


Up-gushing to the skies ; 
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The flocks and herds with bleating voice, 
And lowing note declare, 

The Hand which makes them all rejoice ; 
It is their Daily Prayer. 







And open are the busy haunts, 
Where thousa:.ds daily throng ; 

Open, the scenes where pleasure flaunts, 
To sound of festal song: 

And shall God’s House alone be closed, 
And none tv it repair ? 

Who, nightly ’neath His wings reposed, 
They owe Him Daily Prayer? 








Lord open every heart and door, 
Wake love and holy zeal ; 
Let crowds into Thy Churches pour ! 
Crowds round thine altar kneel ! 
And daily as Thy grace is given, 
And we receive our share; 
Let Christians to their Christ in heaven, 
Render back Daily Prayer. J. S. Be Me 










nn OD BS III Ore 


RALBLEGLOWVS LINPELLIGENCHE. 
Monthly Missionary Lecture-—That for June was by the Rev. Ed- 
ward Phillips, Rector of St. Thomas’ Parish, and the amount collected 
was $35.10. 











Pro. Epis. Female Bible, Prayer-Book and Tract Society.—The 
anniversary meeting was held after “‘ Morning prayer” on Tuesday in 
Whitsun-week, (May 29th) at St. Philip’s Church. The report, be- 
sides the usual items of information, required by the by-laws, contain- 
ed the gratifying intelligence, that the late Mr. John Hoff, who resi- 
ded many years in Charleston, had bequeathed to the Bible Society of 
the Episcopal Church in South-Carolina, the large amount of $2,000. 
The Will does not profess to give the exact title of the Society, but it 
is presumed, that the claims of this excellent institution to receive the 
legacy will not be questioned, and that should an adverse claim be 
presented, it will not be preferred. 




















P. E. Sunday Schools in Charleston.—The anniversary was celebra- 
ted in Grace Church, on the afiernoon of Tuesday in Whitsun-week. 
After “ Evening prayer” by the Rector of St. Paul’s, Radcliffeboro’, 
there was a Sermon by the Rector of “ Grace Church,” specially ad- 
dressed to the children, from that very appropriate text Jer. iii. 4. 
The attention of the children was well sustained to the good and inte- 
resting counsel given to them. The collection for the aid of the Sun- 
day Schools of our Missionary Churches in this City, and on the Neck, 
amounted to $28 ; which aid them in procuring books for the children 
of the poor. 

Pinckney Lecture—The second of the semi-annual Lectures for the 
present year, founded by the late Chief Justice Pinckney, was deliy- 
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ered at St. Philip’s Church, on Wednesday, May 30, by the Rector of 
St. Thaddeus Church, at Aiken, the Rev. J. H. Cornish. We regret 
that on these interesting and edifying occasions, the attendance is so 
small—compared with that on Sundays at the same Church. 

Ordination.— At St. Stephen’s Chapel, Charleston, on Trinity Sun- 
day June 3d, being one ofthe “ stated times” (at the close of Ember 
week) for admitting to Holy Orders, Benjamin Franklin Taylor, was 
admitted to the “ Holy Order of Deacons ;” and William Bell White 
Howe, to that of Priests. They were presented by the Minister of 
the Chapel, Rev.C. Wallace. Morning prayer was read by him, and 
the Sermon by the Rector of St. Thomas’ Parish, Rev. E. Phillips. 

Missions of the Church—Domestic.—Maine.—‘ Not only is the 
Church, by the Divine blessing, commending itself to the people here, 
but all around us the spirit of inquiry is abroad, and search appears to 
be making for the old paths. Christians of other names seem to be 
going about our Zion, and marking, with no idle or aimless curiosity, 
the towards which are her safeguard amid disturbing forces. I have 
endeavored, in all my ministration, to exhibit the Church as she is, and 
the truth in Jesus as she recives it.” 

Florida.— Monticello —* Although so feeble, they had—which is 
rare under such circumstances—nearly completed a neat frame house 
of worship; and my arrival encouraging them to proceed, they have 
so far supplied what was wanting, as to enable me to hold service in it. 
The edifice is situate on an eligible lot with a new enclosure, and will, 
I hope, be ready for consecration at the next visitation of the Bishop, 
The congregation proper—that is, as composed of members and per- 
sons favoring our tenets—is quite small; yet it is gratifying to find the 
little temple nearly filled sometimes by Christians of other persuasions, 
which is an evidence of freedom from prejudice and kindly considera- 
tion. I regret to say, there is literally uo material for a Sunday 
School. I shall consider myself a Missionary at large, and visit wher- 
ever any predisposition is shown towards the Church. I have estab- 
lished two other points at which I officiate monthly, to-wit: Marion 
Cross Roads, twelve miles off, and Montpelier, a plantation three miles 
farther. At the former I preach inthe morning, and at the latter the 
same night. Two Episcopal families reside in the neighborhood, and 
four of the communicants in the statistical report are from thence.” 

Alabama. Carlowville.—‘ The Missionary labors on in hope, and 
with some expectation that the silent influence of the Church will ere 
long make itself felt among those who are without. His services are 
pretty generally attended by many who belong to other denominations. 
Their former prejudices seem to have subsided, and they begin to 
manifest some interest and participation in our worship.” 

Jacksonville.-—* The parish has just received a bell, weighing eighty 
pounds, the gift of Messrs. Morton & Courtney, Charleston, 8. C., and 
our senior Warden Col. Hoke. This is a very useful and acceptable 

resent, and next toa Church building, an article which we have most 
felt the need of. We worship in the Academy, which, though suffici- 
ently roomy, is not at our disposal, except on Sunday.” 











1848.] Religious Intelligence. 139 


Livingston.—“I rejoice to be able to state, that externally, St. 
James’s Church begins to show signs of prosperity. On my arrival, 
I found claims against ittoa large amount. One of the Wardens, who 
had been the main instrument in establishing the Church, was said to 
hold against it several items, in all one thousand two hundred and fifty 
dollars—several minor bills of one and two years’ standing, existed. 
The gentleman aforesaid, has generously given a receipt in full, and 
others have been met by contributions—so the Church now is out of 
debt. A new enclosure for the grounds is in course of preparation 
also; while a Sunday School has been established with prospects of 
good—a library of more than one hundred volumes is on the way from 
the Depository at New-York..... Some dozens vf those silent heralds, 
such as ‘Reasoas why | am a Churchman,’ ‘ The Stranger in the 
Church,’ and ‘ Letters to a Methodist,’ published in Baltimore, would 
do a vast amount of good in removing prejudice and ignorance, and 
what seems to me not to be thought of, but which is highly important 
in making intelligent our own people in respect to the true claims of the 
Church.” 

Louisiana.—Franklin.—“ To assist the parish in their efforts to es- 
tablish the Church, and to place things upon a sure basis, I have been 
engaged in teaching a female school, and 1 am sorry to say that my 
constitution, not strong by nature, has suffered so much by atttention 
to the duties of both offices, that I have been obliged to desist from 
preaching. This will be, however, but a few weeks, when, with the 
blessing of God upon the step, I shall have been sufficiently recruited 
to fulfil my duty entirely as Rector of this new and growing parish. 
As soon as the affairs of the Church are more settled, I shall no lon- 
ger be under the necessity of teaching, as the rent of the pews, it is 
supposed, will furnish a support for the minister.” 

Kentucky.— Covington.—‘ A friend to the Church, Gen. T , of 
this place, just before his death, a few months since, generously liqui- 
dated a debt of $400, or left directions for his son to do so, in which 
the parish had been involved ever since its organization.” 

Hopkinsville —“ Our community is suffering from the deadly stupor 
and apathy, which are the legitimate fruits of excitement, or what is 
with strict propriety called ‘the new measure system.’ Yet we hope 
that the beacon-light of our beloved Zion still burns bright and clear, 
and is ever and anon leading a benighted soul into the ways of truth 
and holiness. We have endeavored to be faithful to the Church in all 
her requirements, and feel assured that the more we carry out her 
principles, the closer we adhere to all her arrangements, and listen to 
her voice, the greater is our own satisfaction and spiritual improve- 
ment, while we are convinced that it acts more powerfully upon the 
prejudices and ignorance of an hostile community.” 

Indiana.— Fort Wayne.—“ Since I have been here, the congregation 
has been constantly increasing, till our little Chapel is now too small, 
aud we shall be under the necessity of enlarging. The spiritual inte- 
rests of the parish seem also improving. On the evening of Good 
_Frilay I baptized, after the apostolic example, a whole household— 
the father, mother, and all the children. On Easter morning we had 
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four new communicants. The Lent services have been generally very 
well attended.” 

Foreign.—China.—“ Up to this time, exclusive of my sickness, it 
was just one year from the time that I commenced the study of the 
Shanghai dialect, until I commenced preaching. I feel that I have 
abundant reason to thank Him, who has caused the promised to be 
recorded for our comfort, *‘ Ye shall reap in due time, if ye faint not.” 
So that I now feel, that I have in some measure gained what I long 
desired, that ‘unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, has 
been given this grace, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ.’ ” 

Wednesday, Oct. 18.—In the evening, I preached to a small congre- 
gation in Chinese. Whether the congregations are small or large, I 
have great pleasure in trying to tell those who come to the Chapel, in 
their own tongue, the wonderful works of God, and of the great salva- 
tion which he has wrought out for us men, and for our salvation. Itis 
truly, no light privilege to be permitted to tell even two or three poor 
heathens of the true God and Jesus Christ.....After the baptism, the 
Bishop preached and instructed the congregation assembled upon the 
rite which he had but just before administered. The whole service 
was in Chinese, except the singing, which was in English, in which 
the whole school joined. It was a day of much rejoicing, I trust, to 
us all; and to me it was one of peculiar interest, this being the first 
adult baptism I had witnessed in China... ..After service, I catechised 
my household, consisting of one man who cooks my rice, and a boy 
which I have taken, and the two men servants of the Rev. Mr. Farm- 
er, who is my nearest neighbor, I catechise them every Sunday, and 
pray with them. I get them all to commit one article of the Creed to 
memory each week, and then | explain it to them by question and 
answer....... He could come to me every day, or to my boy, or goto 
Chae, (who lives in the same house with me,) and ask eithe> of us to 
repeat one article until he could repeat it himself. He said he would 
follow my advice. Itis now six weeks since he took this advice, and 
resolved to learn at least one article each week. He can repeat, now, 
without one single mistake, six of the twelve articles of the Apostles’ 
Creed ; and I hope he understands, in a good measure, the doctrines 
contained in them...... This afternoon, at the Mission Chapel, 3 P. 
M., the Bishop confirmed ‘“ Choo-kinng,” the youth who was baptized 
on the 22d of October, previously mentioned in this report. He was 
anxious to come to the Communion on Christmas day, and there was 
no reason why he should not be permitted to enjoy that privilege; so the 
Bishop confirmed him. The confirmation service was in Chinese, after 
which the Bishop preached in Chinese. The following day he came 
to the Holy Communion....... I have seldom heard an illustration 
more successful than one which the Bishop made one day on the ne- 
cessity of sanctification and of baptism, to quality us for association 
with saints in heaven, and the Church on earth, drawn from the necessity 
of cleansing the person, and casting away the garments of the boys 
who came to be admitted to the privileges of the school. ‘ You know 
what a filthy condition they are in,’ said the Bishop, and every one of 
the listening countenances, now so clean to look upon, seemed to say, 
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‘Yes—we know,’ and readily to recall the fact of their former loath- 
someness.”’ | 

The monthly amount received is, for Domestic Missions $1849 ; from 
South-Carolina, $139. For Foreign, $2007 ; from South-Carolina $25. 

North-Caroalina —The late Convention was addressed by the Bishop 
as follows: “ Brethern of the Clergy! In the Report on the state of 
the Church, made by members of your order, reference is made to 
excitement in the Diocese, growing out of the idea that doctrines are 
promulged and practices encouraged among us more or less repug- 
nant to the authorized doctrines and usages of our branch of the 
Church. As these doctrines and practices are not specified, your 
Bishop can address you only in general terms. But he does, by way 
of Charge, hereby address you and authorize you, whe: you return 
to your several parishes, to assure your people, that no efforts shall 
be wanting on his part, so long as God may give him jurisdiction in 
North-Carolina, to hinder the inculcation of any doctrine or the intro- 
duction of any practice—come from what quarter it may—not in 
strict accordance with the Liturgy of our Church, as illustrated and 
defined by those standards of interpretation authorized by the Church 
itself. In respect to a particular question, which has agitated the 
Diocese of late, the question of Auricular Confession, I may here ex- 
press my conviction that the Book of Common Prayer, our standard 
of Doctrine, Discipline and Worship, does not authorize any clergy- 
man of this Church to teach or enforce such Confession as necessary 
to salvation; and that the only Confession which it authorizes, is the 
voluntary confession of the penitent, in accordance with the exhorta- 
tion in the office for the Holy Communion.” 

The Church Schools in New-Jersey.—It is now about seventeen years 
ago since the Bishop of New-Jersey, then a laboring Presbyter in Tri- 
nity Parish, Boston, with an ample provision made for all his temporal 
wants ; and having at his disposal,for works of love and mercy, an almost 
princely income, the property of the “ helpmeet” whom God had given 
him—was chosen by the Convention of New-Jersey to be the chief 
pastor of that portion of the Lord’s flock. His salary from Trinity 
Church was $2,500. It was proposed by the Church in New-Jersey 
to furnish him with $2,400 annually. The other means at his com- 
mand, would of course remain the same, whether employed in Massa- 
chusetts or New-Jersey; with this difference only, that the field of his 
operations would be enlarged, and the nature of his employment 
would be changed. Strong in faith, hope, and charity, he came and 
devoted himself, body, soul and substance, to the work of the Lord 
to which he wascalled. If there ever was a Bishop who entered upon 
his work witha strong and sincere desire to fulfil the ends of his mini- 
stry, such a Bishop was the Bishop of New-Jersey. He surveyed the 
field before him. The churches were feeble with few exceptions, 
and the ground was every where over-run with the rank weeds of dif- 
ferent kinds of error. No provision had been made for the Christian 
Education of the children of the Church; or for the proper education 
and training of those who were to minister at her altars. These two 
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object claimed the earnest consideration of the Bishop. The first was 
foremost. With the full consent of his noble-hearted partner, he re- 
solved to lay up nothing, but to lay out all he had or could obtain 
from others, in the work before him. Was it not a reasonable expec- 
tation, with such feelings and such devotion, that the means necessary 
to carry on his work would be supplied? Could he have done less 
than enter upon his work? And having begun and expended all his 
resources, and made asuccessful beginning, and placed himself under 
liabilities and obligations, all for the good of the Church ; could it have 
been expected that he would relinquish his endeavors or abandon his 
undertaking while there was a single ray of hope visible? But the 
Bishop has failed. He has not been able to meet his pecuniary lia- 
bilities. Creditors must suffer. The Church is scandalized. True, 
all true; but whose fault is it? The ruler of the Church, who was 
called to this very work, or they who called him, and neglected to fur- 
nish him with the necessary funds? Iflam rightly informed, the Dio- 
cese of New-Jersey has never paid to the Bishop more than about $250 
a year, of the $2400 promised him. And all that he has received from 
the churches in or out of the Diocese, has only been about $12,000 
or $13,000. There is now, righteously due to the Bishop, more than 
$30,000 from the Diocese, remaining unpaid, of that allowance which 
was offered him when he became their Bishop. Let this sum be paid, 
or a moiety of it, and the Bishop will be able to relieve himself, in a 
week, from all immediate and pressing demands. But in an important 
sense, there has been no failure at Burlington. There have been ac- 
tually founded two noble institutions, ‘“ St. Mary’s Hall,” and “ Bur- 
lington College,” both of which are at this time in successful opera- 
tion; that are actually worth, in a secular sense, more than all that 
the Bishop has expended for them, or is now indebted: the income 
being more than equal to the interest of $400,000, over and above all 
theirexpenses. In an ecclesiastical and religious sense, they are worth 
millions to the Church. If we would listen to some of the mistaken, 
and, l fear, malicious representations that have been made, we must 
suppose that the Bishop is one of the worst of men, who has been 
squandering all the funds he could muster, in the name of God and 
the Church, to the purposes of vain display and personal indulgence. 
Nothing is farther from the truth. Forseventeen years, he has given 
himself, the best years of his life, his mind and body, his time, his talents. 
his valuable experience in almost every department of learning, all 
that he had, all the large income of his incomparable wife, and all 
that he could beg or borrow, to the one great cause: THE CAUSE OF 
CuristiAN Epvucation. Shall such a man, in such a position, holding 
such an office, with such aims, be crushed by popular clamor? For- 
bid it Heaven ; forbid it, ye humble men of God, to whom God points 
in his Providence as the almoners of his bounty. Let not man get the 
upper hand, let not the Spouse of Christ put on mourning, and sit in 
sackloth. Let not the enemies of Christ and of our holy religion tri- 
umph. I will notspeak of the Bishop’s accusers, lest I should say 
more than is meet, or less than the occasion calls for, This, however, 
I will say: the creditors of the Bishop have acted with marked for- 


bearance and tenderness: and all the most respectable organs of the 











o> aeetieed OU elCU CC 











1849. | Religious Intelligence. | 143 


press have either been silent, waiting for information, or they have 
spoken a word.of sympathy and kindness. Let the Charch only wait, 
‘‘ be still,’ and look on, while God, as we doubt He will, brings good 
out of the present evil.—June 5th 1849, G. B.— Churchman. 

The Church in Barbadoes.—The Rector has commenced, or rather, 
we should say, revived the custom of having prayers every morning at 
the Cathedral. The Rector is much to be commended for opening 
the Cathedral for daily prayer. The public or private worship of 
God, with the hearing and reading the Scriptures, must be the best 
preparation for the due performance of the secular duties of the day. 
Religious matters have greatly improved since the days of our youth; 
and much have we to be thankful for in the recollection of the spiritu- 
al benefits conferred upon us by placing a Bishop at the head of our 
ecclesiastical establishment. Wonderful have been the improvements 
in all clerical matters since the arrival of the first Bishop: Episcopal 
superintendence has infused a spirituality into our services, order, re- 
gularity, personal inspection, personal visitation of the sick and afflict- 
ed, &c., &c., of which it must be confessed we knew little or nothing in 
the days of yore. In this mighty change, however, are involved the 
greatly-increased responsibilities and the almost overwhelming labors 
of the Clergy. The harvest is still very great, but the laborers are 
too few.— Barbadian. 

The Indispensable Element in any great Human Character.—But, 
sir, political eminence and professional fame fade away and die with 
all things earthly. Nothing of character is really permanent, but vir- 
tue and personal worth. They remain. Whatever of excellence is 
wrought into the soul itself, belongs to both worlds. Real goodness 
does not attach itself merely to this life, it points to another world. 
Political or professional fame cannot last forever, but a conscience 
void of offence before God and man, is an inheritance for eternity.— 
Religion, therefore, is a necessary, an indispensable element in any 
great human character. There is no living without it. Religion is 
the tie that connects man with his Creator, and holds him to his throne. 
If that tie be all sundered, all broken, he floats away, a worthless 
atom in the universe, its proper attractions all gone, its destiny thwart- 
ed: and its whole future nothing but darkness, desolation and death. 
A man of no sense of religious duty is he whom the Scriptures des- 
cribe—in such terse but terrific manner---as ‘living without God in 
the world.’ Such a man is out of his proper being, out of the circle of 
all his duties, out of the circle of all his happiness, and away, far away, 
from the purposes of his creation.---Daniel Webster. 

The Prayer-Book.—* What becomes of all the editions ofthe Prayer 
Book which are continually published?” we asked the other day of 
one of our booksellers, ‘ Do you know,” he replied, “notwithstand- 
ing the numerous new editions, | can never keep my assortment com- 
plete. The Prayer-Book is bought not only by Episcopalians, but 
by Christians of all denominations.” We of course rejoice to hear 
this; for we are sure, the more they become acquainted with our pure, 
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rimitive, and scriptural Liturgy, the more desirous will they be to 
seek shelter in that fold, which is guided by its holy teaching. This 
conversation arose from our attention being called to an elegant edi- 
tion of the Book of Common Prayer, recently published by Messrs. 
Stanford & Swords, and for sale at Mr. Russell’s, King-street. The 

rint though fine, being on very white paper, is perfectly clear and 
legible. We especially admire the binding, which is of Turkey mo- 
rocco, finished with great lightness and richness, and being very flex- 
ible, when opened it lies back without stiffness. Both of the covers 


are appropriately ornamented with the Cross, either gilt or plain. 
J. K. 


[= The Annual Report of the P. E. Female Bible, Prayer-Book 
and Tract Society, came to hand too late for this number of our Jour- 
nal, but we shall find room for it in our next. 





ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The following amounts have been received for Domestic Missions, during the month 
of June. 





From a gentleman of Stateburg, for Domestic Missions, —- . - $10 00 
From the mite box of a family in Jacksonville, Florida, for buildings at 
Nashotah, : - - - - - - - 10 00 
Do. for the Chickasaw Mission, — - : ° - ° - 1000 
From Shelton Church for Missions in the Southwest, - - - 1000 
Monthly Missionary Lecture for Nashotah,  - - - ° - 12 00 
Do. do, do. Domestic, general, - - . . 4 28 
From St. Paul’s Church, Pendeton, Dumestic, general, - - - 5 00 
From Christ Church, Wilton, for Bishop Chase, - : - - 1000 
From St. Stephen’s and Upper St. John’s, annual payment for education of a 
student at Nashotah, - - - . . ° - 9500 
Do. for other expenses of same student, - - . . .. ae 
From an individual for Nashotah, - - = 3 Zs - 25 00 
From Whitsunday collection for Bishop Freemans’ Diocese, - - 53 62 
Do. do, do. for the Jews, - : . . - 238 
From a lady of So. Ca. for arrears due Missionaries in the West, - - 330 34 
From a lady of Jacksonville, Florida, for the salary of the Missionary at that 
place, - : ; ; . - - . - 75 00 
From St. Michael’s Church, Charleston, Domestic. general, - - 22 35 
Do. do. do. do. for astudent at Nashotah, . - 14 44 
$629 41 


J. K SASS, Receiving Agent, Diocese S. C. 


The Bishop thankfully acknowledges the receipt of $200 from an unknown benefac- 
tor of the Church and the poor, which will be appropriated, in conformity to the 
expressed desire of the respected donor, viz: for the Newberry Mission $50; for the 
Laurens Mission $50; for ‘‘ widows of destitute ministers” $20; for disabled ministers 
$21); the advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina $20; to the Mariners $15; 
‘‘ Bible and Prayer-Book Society” $10; the balance as you may “ feel disposed.” 





CALENDAR FOR JULY. 


1. Fourth Sunday after Trinity, 22. Seventh Sunday after Trinity. 
8. Fifth Sunday after Trinity. 25. St. James the Apostle and Martyr. 
15. Sixth Sunday after Trinity. 29. Eighth Sunday after Trinity. 





li 
Wor 


lege 


why 


Call 

L. 
T 
S\ 


om 
Thos 
Cha! 
The 
al su 
2. 
R. P 
subsc 
» 8 
M. T 
street 
every 
to on 
a4 
rer, | 


-__. 


Tu 
cesan 
JAC 
under 
Chure 
to hir 
HE 
Unite 
reign 
ED 
ceivin 
Dr. 
or mo 


SUNS | 














TO BE PUBLISHED SOON, 


An Exposition of the Church Catechism, 
By Bishop Ken, with a Preface by the Bishop of South-Carolina. 


It was intended to publish this valuable work about a year since, but circumstances 
revented. Bishop Ken is the author of the Morning and Evening Hymns, the 164th 
and 168th, in our Prayer Book. 
March 1 
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NEW BOOKS. 


just received from Joseph Robinson, Publisher, at Baltimore, a New and Cheap 
Edition of LETTERS TO N. WISEMAN, D. D. 


ON THE ERRORS OF ROMANISM. 


In respect to Worship of Saints, Satisfactions, Purgatory, Indulgences, and the 
Worship of Images and Relics. By the Rev. WM. PALMER, M. A. of Worsester Col- 
lege, In 1 vol. 12mo. Price bound in cloth, 50 cents—in paper, 31. 

ALSO, 
CHRISTIAN MORALS, by the Rev. Wm. Sewell. 
FASTS and FESTIVALS of the CHURCH, by Bishep Hobart. 


For sale by 
Evidences of Natural and Revealed 


Religion ; also, the Doctrines and Lustitutions of Christianity, with questions for use 
in Bible Classes, in Parochial, Family and Sunday Schools. By the author of “Reasons 
why Iam a Churchman.” 

Also, Scripture Reading Lessons for little children, in 1 vol. or in3 parts. The Early 
Called ; a Gift for Bereaved Parents, by Rev. Wm. H. Lewis, D. D., 4th edition: 


LARGE CHEAP 8vo. BIBLES, at $1. 
THE CHURCH MAN'S ALMANAC, FOR 1849. 


SWORDS’ POCKET ALMANAC FOR 1849. 
For sale by A. E, MILLER. 


A. E. MILLER. 








By ‘ . . . , . 
Church Societies in South-Carolina. 

1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in S. Carolina. 

Thos, G. Simons, jr, Treasurer, office No. 1, Vanderhorst wharf, will attend at the Library 

Cha!mers’-street, on the Ist Friday after the 1st Monday in every month, from 1°2 to Z o'clock, 

The Library is open every Munday, Wednesday and Friday, from 12 to2 o'clock. Anun- 

al subseripiion $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Jas, 
R. Pringle, Fisq. office at J. Adger’s, Llamilton’s wharf. Annual subscription $10: 
subscription to the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $3. 

3. Female Epigcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—Treasurer, Mrs, Jane 
M. Thomas, Boundary street, north side; Librarian, Miss Jane M. Pinckney, 28 King 
street. near Whim’s Court, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered 
every Monday morning. Annual subscription $1; Lifedo $10. Members entitled 
to one Bible or Prayer Book, or 500 pages of ‘Tracts annually. 

4. Charleston Protestant Episeopal Domestic Female Missionary Soeiety—Treasn- 
rer, Mrs. Dehon. Annual contribution $5; Life subscription $20. 


— 


Receiving Agents for this Diocese. 

Tue Bisuor or tHz Diocese for Missions, within the State, commonly called Die 
eesan Missions. 

JACOB K. SASS, Teller of the Bank of Charleston for Missions within the United States 
inder the direction of the ** Domestic and Foreign issionary Society of the Pro. Episcopal 
Church,” commonly called Domestic Missions. All mores sent by mail must be directed 
to him at the Bank of Charleston, where heis always to be found duriug business hours. 

HENRY TRESCOT, Esq.. Cashier of the State Bank, for Missions without the 
United States, under the direction of the Society above named, commonily called Fos 
reign Missions. ; 

EDWARD BLAKE, Esq. Teller of the Bank of South-Carolina. is Agent for re- 
ceiving any contributions to Bishop Chase’s Institution, Jubilee Co leve. 

Dr. | M. CAMPBELL, is Treasurer of the Fund for establishing and endowing ene 
6r more Episcopal Schools, in the Diocese of South-Carolina, and will receive suck 


sums as may be offered for that purpuse. 














Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years: 





1847. ; 1849. 
Amount brought forward for Amonnt received for Vol. XXVI. $135 00 
Vol. XXIV. $578 40 | Mrs. Sarali Dehon, 3 00 
Balance due, 45 60 | Wi. Pope. Beaufort, 3 00 — 
Miss Mary Blake, 3 U0 


$624 00 | Mr. Wm. B. Richardson, Fulton, p. 0.3 00 
Mrs. Richard Richardson, do. 3 00 
Mr. John Hamlin, Christ Church, 3 09 








1848. Mr. Thomas F. Drayton, Bluffton, 3 00 
Amount brought forward for Vol. | Sale of two copies, 20 
XXV. $598 00 |. 
Mr. Thos. F. Drayton, Bluffton, 3 0) 


Donation by Rt. Rv. C..E. Gadsden, 10 00 
Donation by Mrs. C. E. Gadsden, 10 00 





Balance due, 3 00 
$624 00 $159 50 
= ce oe 
THE SECOND EDITION OF 
Anniversary Address of the State Agricultural 


Socicty of South-Carolina, 


Delivered in the Hall of the House of Representatives, on the 30th November 1848, 
by WitziaM Ettuort, Esq., of Beaufort; and published by the Scciety. 
(=—" Price 20 cents. For sale by 














A. E. MILLER. 








Colored Persons Burial Ground. 


The Vestry of St. Michael’s Chureh, give notice, that they have purchased a lot of 
land on the lines, between Pinckney and St. Philip-streets, which has been appropria- 
ted to the use of the colored members, as a Burial Ground: in which they will dis- 
pose of lots of 10 feet by 7, to colored families, with the privilege of enclosing them, at 
a reasonable price. Pew holders in that Church, are privileged to inter the bodies of 
their servants in it, on paying $3 for the ground, on application to the Sexton. 





CHURCHES WITH FREE SEATS. 


Foreigners, Strangérs and others, are respectfully informed that there are in Charles- 
ton and the Neck. three places of worship, according to the forms of the Church of 
England, as altered and used by the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States. 

SEATS FREE TO ALL, VIZ: 

St. Stephen’s Chapel, Anson-street, near Laurens, (a brick building on the west side.) 

St. John’s Chapel, corner of Hanover and Aniheist-street, Charleston Neck. 

The Church of the Holy Communion, Cannonsborough. Service in the last, held at 
present in the United States Arsenal. 

Sunday Schools are held in all of them at 9 o’clock, on Sunday mornings. Divine 
Service in all of them, at halt-past 10 a.m., and half-past 3 r. m., on Sundays in winter. 
In summer it is later in the afternoon, varying with the season. St. Stephen’s Chapel 
is also open for divine service every Sunday. Wednesday and Friday evening, ata 
ee past 7, andevery Thursday morning at 12 M.. besides Holy days and Saints’ 

ays. St. John’s is open every Saturday morning at 11 o’cleck. a. M. 

Ministers of St. Stephen’s.—The Rey. Crai:more Wallace, »esidence 196 East-Bay, 
corner of Laurens-street. The Kev. J. Ward Simmons, Assistant. 

Of St. John's—The Rev, Alexander W. Marshall, residence Broad-street, corner of 

‘Orange-street. 

Of Church of the Holy Communion—The Rev. J. Ward Simmons, Missionary, resi- 
dence Hudson-street, rear of Citadel, 3rd door west of Meeting-street. 

Any of these Clergymen, will cheerfully attend upon the Poor and the Sick whene 
ver made known to them. 

New-Year’s Day, 1849. 





